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Abstract

When analysing the forms and organisation of modern commodity housing estates in China several scholars have recently made references to the much-discussed issue of so-called "gated communities". There is an extensive body of publications on this issue based on western (mainly North-American) and third-world experiences. Since these findings may not necessarily be applicable to Chinese cases, the authors of this paper investigate empirically the cultural and practical meaning of gates and walls for the new middle-class estates in the Pearl River Delta - especially Guangzhou. They reflect on segregation, activity spaces and the impact on contacts, communication and the flow of people and ideas. When discussing the psychological reasons and functions of walls and gates in modern Chinese commodity housing, they refer to a long tradition of these patterns in urban China and to the changing needs of a society in transition.
