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Abstract
China is one of the developing countries with fast urban growth, and correspondingly the area of arable land of China is decreasing rapidly. To control expansion of large cities and to protect the arable land, the Chinese government published a series of policies, and considered that the cities of China should develop towards the compact cities paradigm. To put the compact city paradigm into practice, it is important to explore the status quo of the compact degree of these cities. The large cities in coastal provinces are the most developed region experiencing fast urban sprawl, with the high population density, gross national product and built-up area density in China. This paper will select the large cities in coastal provinces as case studies to reveal the degree of compactness. A conceptual model will be developed and the findings will inform the development of compact cities in China.
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