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Abstract
Since the late of 1990s cities in the east coastal developed area in China have expanded fast with a low development density like the cities did in Europe and North America. From the central urban area great population and industries migrated to suburban area. The urban space expanded mostly along transport line or in the form of cluster at the beginning stage. Out of the two patterns the linear one appeared frequently in the process of bottom-up development, and was scarcely guided by planning. This paper will provide an analysis of local incentives driving urban development and some suggestion of land policy steering urban growth taking the case of two urban-rural gradient zones along transport lines of Nanjing city in China. In this paper, the author will firstly analyze spatial-temporal land use changes in the two zones, then discuss the process of urban growth and forces driving the growth, which incorporates environmental factors, economic factors and policy factors, and lastly statistically analyze correlations between the factors and urban development. 
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