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Abstract
One of the most intriguing development in the urban landscape of China in the 2000s is the emergence of government planned and sanctioned night-time consumption spaces, commonly known as bar-streets (jiubajie) in Chinese.  These nightlife entertainment districts tend to occupy of some of most high profile, busy, or scenic spots of the city, making them highly visible to local citizens and tourists alike.  They can potentially benefit Chinese cities greatly in the long run, either directly through stimulation of local economy and local tax revenue, or indirectly through attracting foreign and domestic tourists, conferences meetings, and corporate branches to the city.  But they can also cause numerous problems — such as noise and violence— for local residents, as found in studies on the case of the UK.  How and why did nightlife entertainment districts emerge so widely and rapidly across China?  What role does the government and urban planners play in their emergence?  Why does central and local governments support them even though officials barely tolerated nightlife activities in the past two decades?  How are these districts being managed?  Given that nightlife industries are until the present rather underdeveloped in China and that the government does not have much prior experience in it, are there serious problems of governance?  What are their urban social impacts?  These questions are becoming more and more urgent as cities and city districts across China scramble to construct bar-streets as a means to urban renewal.  This study will explore such questions through examining one of the earliest government constructed bar-streets — the Baietan Bar-street in Fangcun, Guangzhou. 
