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Abstract
Since the economic reform in the eighties, cities in China have undergone phenomenal changes. The sustainability impacts of these transformations are yet to be assessed. The purpose of this pioneering study is to investigate the sustainability of the urban form of Shanghai, the nation’s economic leader.

The conceptual construct for this study is based on an analytical framework derived from an extensive review of the compact city literature. Shanghai already possesses, prima facie, the urban characteristics recommended by the compact city model, i.e. high density, mixed land uses and heavy reliance on public transport. However, does it meet the sustainability objectives and criteria underlying the urban city advocacy? More specifically, do the post-reform trends of Shanghai’s spatial and related development strategies and processes move away or closer towards these newly advocated urban sustainability strategies? As argued in the literature, the compact urban form incurs both sustainability benefits and disbenefits, which vary across cities of different socio-cultural and economic polity. What then are the sustainability benefits and disbenefits of this large Chinese city? This research paper aims to seek answers for these questions.

