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Abstract

In China, the emergency of new urban space as a result of economic reform has generated a community building process. While many attentions have been put on the changes of existing urban neighbourhoods, community development in newly urbanized settlements has been insufficiently discussed. In Guangzhou, these newly urbanized areas are existed in the form of ‘villages-in-the-city’. The peasant root of these settlements has cultivated a very special way of community development after they have been included in the street office and neighbourhood committee framework. Central to this model is a persistence of ‘self-reliance ideology’ and ‘collective ownership’ of properties. Based on the information obtained from a ‘villages-in-the-city’ in Guangzhou city, this paper attempts to investigate this new form of community development.
