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Abstract
The new urban poverty characterized by ethnic segregation and social exclusion is well understood in Western literature, while little is known about China’s poor urban neighbourhoods, especially their variation in poverty concentration and determinants. Based on a large-scale household survey conducted in 25 poor urban neighbourhoods in six major Chinese cities in 2007, this study provides a better understanding of China’s poor urban neighbourhoods. These poor neighbourhoods are categorized into three types: declined workers’ villages, dilapidated old urban neighbourhoods, and urban villages. Respondents are also grouped into four categories, namely working urban residents, unemployed/laid-off urban residents, retired urban residents, and rural migrants. This study compares poverty concentration and determinants in different groups of people and in different types of neighbourhoods. We first use location quotient to compare poverty concentration across different types of neighbourhoods as well as different demographic and social groups. Second, we examine the association between poverty incidence and various demographic and socioeconomic attributes in different neighbourhoods and groups, through logistic regressions.
