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Abstract

During the past decades, (re-)development has led to a drastic transformation of China's urban landscape. Grown and run-down neighbourhoods are either disappearing to give way for new developments, or maintain their existence in immediate proximity to the latter. Spatial juxtaposition of neighbourhoods contrasting in structure, condition, and use - particularly perceivable at the borderlands around and between them – thus makes for a typical attribute of the contemporary Chinese city. 
This paper follows up on a recent case study on everyday life on the borderland between an old neighbourhood and a new compound in the city of Shanghai. By means of observation and interviews (particularly utilizing the technique of photo elicitation), the present study aims to explore further the role the borderland plays in the construction of socio-spatial identities for the diverse actors impacted by urban renewal. Among those actors are long-term inhabitants of the old neighbourhood, residents awaiting relocation due to demolition of their homes, migrants of different background settling into the area, and residents of the new compound. Issues addressed will include those of the actors' relation to their changing environment; their participation in and perception of the ongoing socio-spatial transformation; their means of interaction with each other; their utilization of the borderland as a way of integration - or segregation. Are borders and the borderland between neighbouring old and new parts of the city significant for the creation and establishment of the inhabitants' identities?
















