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Abstract
It is well known that the populations of major Chinese cities have tended to decentralize in the last decade, and Beijing is an example of this trend.  Using survey data collected in 2006, we evaluate the following questions.  First, what are the determinants of residential mobility, and in particular of movement from inner city to suburban districts of Beijing?  Second, what are the consequences in terms of housing and community characteristics of making such moves?  Initial analyses suggest that the market-based models applied to suburbanization in the United States -- where mobility is dependent on family resources and preferences -- do not apply well in Beijing.  Rather, mobility appears to result from institutional processes that constrain individual choices.
