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Abstract
This study examines the impact of globalization on urban governance in China and India. Based on detailed case studies of mega-project development in Shanghai and Mumbai, we consider why Shanghai has been better able than Mumbai to transform its built environment to facilitate capital accumulation. We argue that the degree to which national states “metropolitanize” affects their ability to facilitate urban restructuring.  The metropolitanization of the state refers to the deliberate articulation of state power, authority and resources at the metropolitan level to ensure the competitiveness of urban regions. We argue that the metropolitanization of the state must be understood in the state’s historically-structured institutional context.  In the case of China—and to a lesser degree India—metropolitanization is a flexible strategy adopted by the national state in an attempt to govern in the increasingly complex global arena.  The study also considers the implications of the metropolitanization of the state for democratic participation, finding that there is no inherent relationship between metropolitanization and democratic deepening.
