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Abstract
The number of temporary migrants, or floating population, living in Guangzhou is more than 3 million. Most of them are living in chengzhongcun which literally means village in the city. These temporary migrants are “strangers”, in Gerog Simmel’s sense, who come today and may stay tomorrow. Because of their bipolar characteristics of both nearness and remoteness, strangers can provide an objective evaluation of the group environment. Drawing from a survey of 12 villages in Guangzhou City, this study compares the temporary migrants’ and local residents’ perception of the physical and social aspects of the community in which they live. 

