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Abstract

Residential patterns and outcomes are particularly informative in the study of adaptation of migrants, as residence is linked to patterns of social interactions and socialization.  Residential mobility, in particular, has a tendency to co-vary with social mobility and participation in society.  A migrant’s housing choices in the city may be affected by a number of factors, chief among which are proximity to employment, duration of residence, employment status, income level, and family status.  This paper will empirically assess migrant housing history and mobility in urban China, based on citywide housing surveys conducted in Beijing and Guangzhou in 2005 and 2006.  It will first analyze the range of migrant mobility behavior and rates, and temporal and spatial patterns of their moves.  The paper will then examine the determinants of migrant housing mobility (including individual, household, and location factors). 
