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Abstract

After last round of industrial zone fever, in the name of knowledge economy, another large-scale land development project emerged in China — the university town. From 1996 to 2007 there are more than fifty university town appeared in China. Except to raise the enrolment ratio of university students, such project may also contribute to real estate market locally. Taking Guangzhou university town project as the case, this paper aims to explain the local governments’ incentives for launching such project, as well as exploring the land development mechanism. Based on the model of “rent-gap seeking”, this paper pays much attention on those specific local institutions of “urban revanchism”, i.e., the ways of confiscation (land acquisition). In other words, the propose of this article is to investigate weather the university town “movement” might be regarded as the revised version of “industrial zone” fever from the perspectives of local governments’ incentives and state-village relations.
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