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Abstract 

In transitional China, many urban residents experience poverty accompanying with the adoption of a market-based economy and the deepening reform of social welfare system since the 1990s. However, the current literature which is mainly concentrated on economic poverty and the outcome of market transition, neglects multiple dimensions of new urban poverty including housing, education etc.

As Guangzhou a case, using the MLSP (Mninimum Living Standard Programme) recipients data and fifth census data, this paper carculates index of multiple deprivation on the sub-district scale, analyzes the spatial pattern of urban poverty and multiple deprivation and exmanines the mechanism of multiple dimensions and spatial differentiation of new urban poverty.

The paper finds the new urban poor concertrated in specific location, mainly in dilapidated residence of inner city and worker villages of inner suburb. The distribution of mutiple deprivation was a combination of muti-dots and concentric layers from inside to outside, while the most deprived areas are in the inner core. Based on the spatial comparison of poverty and deprivation, the paper highlights that deprivation can tell us more on the multiple dimensions and spatial differentiation of new urban poverty in transitional era. There exit two kinds of special areas, one of which is poverty-based area without mutiple deprivation, and the other of which is mutiple deprived area without poverty concentration. The paper argues this spatial differentiation of new urban poverty is rooted in the uneven outcome of spatial policy both in socialist and transitional China. While some policies in socialist such as inequality in housing provision system, industry and construction policy sowed the seeds of spatial differentiation, some polices in transitional era such as inequality in housing reform, selected regeneration of urban poor communities play important roles in spatial differentiation. Some market factors such as the location, transport condition of poor communities begin to have effects in spatial differentiation. Further discussion indicates economic policy should be adopted in the poverty-based area without mutiple deprivation, while a package of regeneration schemas will be applied to mutiple deprived areas. 
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