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Abstract
Urban conservation is an important and indispensable urban planning issue in the regeneration of historical cities. When many such cities are undergoing the transformations through conservation or preservation strategies, as one of Chinese Historically and Culturally Famous Cities, Xi’an attempts to take measures of both urban conservation and active redevelopment. Nevertheless, within the background of rapid urbanization and market economy, can this historical city find a good balance between these two very different approaches, while still trying to maintain its valuable historical identity? Obviously, whether successful or not, its experimental attempts could provide many implications to other cities. Based on Xi’an case study, the paper argues enabling urban governance mechanisms exert great influences in the urban regeneration processes. However, as can be observed, the social perceptions from local community to the regulations and rules also play a decisive role when the planning mechanisms are facilitating and controlling the urban development. 
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