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Abstract

Almost 20 years have passed since the first investigation on regional in situ economic development, i.e. extended metropolitan region (EMR) formation was published. Most of the related studies focused on the functional features of the EMR, either on its economic transformation as a whole, or its feature of urban and rural mixture, which has often led to confusing with the concepts of megalopolis, desakota, or a cluster of cities. Setting out from a spatial perspective, this study has provided an alternative definition for the EMR concept: the EMR is distinctively a dispersed regional concentration with the involvement of the ‘remote rural areas’ into in situ industrialization as a response to globalization. Under this new and more restricted definition, traditional metropolitan growth is not considered as aspects of EMR formation. Additionally, the continuously dispersed feature distinguishes the EMR from the polycentric global city-region in the Developed Countries. Using China’s matured EMRs, the Pearl River Delta (PRD) and the Yangtze River Delta (YRD) as cases, temporal and spatial analyses based on county-level demographic, economic and land use data have been conducted to verify this hypothetical spatial pattern of the EMR. We find that there is centripetal concentration in the EMRs in 1990-2000, which can be indicated both by population/net migration and by non-agricultural transformation of land use. This spatial tendency is found to be consistent temporally and spatially with their integration with globalization, and rapid economic growth and restructuring of their spatial units. Consequently, the spatial units within the EMRs have become wealthier and more non-agricultural in character, which have acted as a global platform as a whole, than the outside counties within the same province. Moreover, the designated rural areas within the PRD have also displayed regional concentration of population and migration, in situ economic development and restructuring, and global features more dramatically than those in the outside counties in the same province. Together with the land use dispersion index, the feature of regional continuously dispersed in situ development of the EMR has been verified. 
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