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Abstract
Oasis urbanization is playing the more and more vital role in regional developing process of the arid area in northwest China. Although oasis is dispersed in the large arid desert, the core cities growed in oasis region have displayed the very obvious situation of agglomeration in recent years so that the realistic foundation for the metropolis circle cultivation and development have been forming. Limited by water resources, land use, administration threshold and so on, regional plan and governance is important for the rapid developing oasis cities. Take Urumqi metropolitan area as a case, this paper analyzes oasis city’s development characteristic and the role of regional governance in its metropolitan area. The governance pattern of Urumqi – Changji is an experiment which can manifests not only the particularity of Chinese policy system in regional autonomy for nationalities, but also the sole possession of binding force in arid area. Three government methods used in this metropolitan steered urban growth and metropolitan development, which are unified party committee, unified finance and unified planning. These methods by government leadership cause the increasing housing price, the closing regional cooperation in metropolitan area and unimpeded circulation of urban factors. 
