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Abstract
Inspired by the work of humanist geographer Yi-fu Tuan (段义孚), this paper explores what Tuan calls the “intimate experience of place.” Drawing on data from focus groups, household survey, and internet blogs , I explore how analyzing the subjective experience of  home ownership complements the conventional focus on financing, square meters, and quality of the built environment. More narrowly the presentation draws on three recent projects to demonstrate the advantage of incorporating analysis of experience into assessing the social consequences of the rapid privatization of home ownership. The first builds on a statistical analysis of the interaction between home ownership and attitudes to outsiders（外地人）, the second on focus group discourse that identifies logics of entitlement that evolve from resident’s historical experience with particular properties, and the third on reading of  recent blog postings by self identified “housing slaves” (房奴). 

