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Abstract

This paper takesissue with the desakotamodel developed by Terry McGee by investigating illegal
land use and construction in the urban-rural transition zone in China, with the additional case
study of Tianhe village in Guangzhou. The paper emphasi ses the need to examine the geography
of illegal activities along the approach of geographies of difference. It has shown that illegal land
use and construction is prevalent in rural China. In rural area where cultivated land has been
converted to non-agricultural purposes, peasants are left with no alternative but using land and
constructing buildingsillegally. Thisstudy has revealed that underneath the positive and integra-
tive picture portrayed by the desakota model isits negative and dis-integrative counterpart. I1legal
land use and construction is one such example. Unless we have changed the current practices, the
geography of illegal land use and construction will be with us for some time.



